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PEACE NGOs FORUM POLICY COMMITTEE 

POLITICAL STANDING 

IN THE WAKE OF THE GAZA WAR 

 

 

Background: 

The Gaza War erupted in the wake of the Secretary of State John Kerry's Peace 

Initiative, which was launched in July 2013 and grounded in April 2014, due to the 

failure, largely by the Israeli Government, to fulfil its commitments taken towards it. 

The political vacuum was a clear threat to the security stability, as it called extremists 

to exercise violence. In June three Israeli Yeshiva students were abducted in Gush 

Etzion, and immediately thereafter murdered by Palestinian terrorists associated with 

Hamas. This triggered a large military operation in the West Bank, dovetailing the 

search for the missing kidnapped with a large scale action against Hamas on the West 

Bank, rounding up political activists, re-arresting individuals who were pardoned 

within the context of the Kerry Initiative. As a result of this operation, tension rose in 

Jerusalem, where amongst other events Jewish thugs attacked Arab passers-by. On 

one horrendous case, a Palestinian youngster, Mohammad Abu Khdeir, was 

kidnapped by Israeli terrorists, beaten and burnt alive . 

This escalation of events ignited a confrontation on the Gaza front, in which Hamas 

sporadic shelling of the Israeli population adjacent to the border developed into a full 

war, with rockets launched deeper into the south and farther to Tel Aviv and 

Jerusalem. IDF reacted with escalating retaliatory air and artillery bombardment. At a 

later stage, offensive underground tunnels leading into Israel were used by Hamas 
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units, aiming to undermine security on the Israeli side of the border. The IDF reacted 

by launching a ground offensive into the outskirts of Gaza City, mainly pursuing to 

destroy such tunnels . 

This campaign resulted in a horrendous death toll, including numerous civilians, 

among them many children, and destruction throughout the Gaza Strip, causing a 

severe blow to any peace prospects in the future as Hamas gained political strength 

for combating Israel (while Abbas' non-violent strategy reaped no rewards – from 

Israel or the public). 

The international community is currently taking action: the AHLC has convened in 

New York to discuss the financial ramifications required in their assistance program 

to the PA, in regards to the urgent humanitarian needs in the wake of the Gaza War. A 

second convention dedicated to that end is due in mid-October in Cairo. At the same 

time, the Egyptian government has invited delegations from Israel and Palestine to 

convene in Cairo, for negotiations aiming at the consolidation of a long term ceasefire 

agreement, which will allow the reconstruction of Gaza . 

It appears the Middle Eastern reality today exhibits some of the characteristics that 

might suggest that the time is ripe for a new approach to Israeli-Palestinian conflict 

resolution: The Arab League’s Arab Peace Initiative (API) has again come to the fore, 

emerging out of the oblivion of total Israeli disregard, and there seems to be an 

implicit Arab readiness to cooperate with Israel, provided Jerusalem puts an end to the 

occupation. Israel finds that its own regional interests are in line with those of other 

moderate countries in the Middle East that also feel threatened by Islamic radicalism. 

In addition, Israeli civil society, at least in part, is learning the limitations of military 

might as the deciding factor in the conflict. There appears to be a growing recognition 

among widening circles that the price of continued occupation and the use of force 

may become unacceptable in terms of human casualties, as well as economic and 

social costs and in terms of Israel’s legitimacy in the eyes of the Western world. 

 

The Israeli Peace NGOs Forum's Political Position: 

While aware of the fact that the crisis in Gaza presently requires an emergency "first 

aid" approach, we strongly believe that the peace process cannot be allowed to 

stagnate.  A delay or continued stalemate will brew more violence, and could further 

destabilize the entire region . 
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We are convinced that the International Community is urgently needed to generate 

political attention and vigorous involvement in this part of the region, strengthening –

preferably initiating - a political and diplomatic arrangement leading to the final 

resolution of the Palestine–Israel conflict, within an agreed timeframe . 

We also believe that the traditional approach to peace negotiations, adhering to tight 

bilateralism with the USA as the sole facilitator, has failed to lead to the creation of a 

Palestinian state alongside Israel in line with the Two State Solution, and this 

approach should now be regarded obsolete. We have witnessed in the last five years a 

consistent and focused policy pursued by the Government of Israel, to dictate such an 

approach as a sine qua non, only to deny the parties any progress, while on the ground 

an expansionary settlement policy is vigorously advanced . 

At this crucial point in time, we aspire to witness the creation of the State of Palestine, 

not necessarily as the result of peace negotiations, but as a necessary precursor for a 

viable solution, based on parity between two sovereign states. To that end we believe 

a new approach should be advanced for the International Community's engagement in 

resolving this conflict. The US facilitation should be replaced by either mediation, 

arbitration or a multilateral approach with the UN at the helm . 

It is our conviction that any viable peace process must to be based on the elimination 

of occupation from the Israeli-Palestinian relationship, to be replaced by  good 

neighborly relations. This transformation of relations requires first and foremost the 

demarcation of a border, which will finally define the territory of each state, and allow 

the building of a new relationship between them . 

We are convinced that the International Community, through the UNSC, should pass 

a resolution affirming the validity of the 4 June 1967 demarcation lines as the base for 

a negotiated settlement regarding the border between the State of Israel and the State 

of Palestine. Such resolution need not exclude mutually agreed upon land swaps 

reflecting security considerations of both sides and various demographic changes that 

have taken place in the course of almost half a century of occupation. 

We are of the view that all core issues remaining between Israel and Palestine are 

negotiable. Jerusalem should be a unified municipal urban space, serving as the seat 

of two national Capital cities, in East Jerusalem for Palestine and in West Jerusalem 

of Israel with agreed arrangements for the holy places within Palestinian East 

Jerusalem . 
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We are also in the view that the Arab Peace Initiative should serve as a base for the 

fair, practical and agreed upon solution of the Palestinian refugee problem . 

The Arab Peace Initiative is a visionary political proposal made by the Arab League, 

and adopted by the Organization of Islamic Countries.  It has been on the table, and 

reaffirmed, since the Beirut Arab Summit of March 2002, when it was first adopted. 

We believe the consistent indifference towards it on the part of the Government of 

Israel has caused considerable damage to the chances to see peace in this region any 

time soon. This situation must be redressed by an active approach to the Arab Peace 

Initiative, even in this late hour, and this can be accomplished by the International 

Community . 

We suggest that the Quartet, or the UNSC in concert with the White House and the 

EU, will discuss with the authors of the API the idea of convening an international 

peace conference, which will include highest level representatives of the protagonist 

parties, as well as the principal Arab countries such as Egypt, Saudi, Jordan and the 

Gulf States. Cairo would be an ideal location for such a conference, but a European 

location or the UN headquarters in New York would do as well. 

We can see the merit in combining two parallel peace processes: the Palestine – Israel 

peace process and a regional peace process based on the API with the two supporting 

and supplementing each other. 

Finally, we believe the internal reconciliation, with which the Palestinian political 

forces are currently wrestling with, is a crucial component in the stabilization of the 

political environment, in itself an important ingredient for the success of a viable 

peace process. Thus, we highly recommend the International Community to take 

active interest in supporting it, by re-examining the fundamental policy applied 

towards Hamas. We agree with the notion that terror organizations should be left out 

of any political process. Hamas, however, has a potential of transforming its posture 

from a militant aggressive to diplomatic and political. That transformation has made it 

possible for Israel to negotiate with the PLO, which embraced terrorism as its 

exclusive tool of struggle for liberation, without success. The three gate principles 

adopted a decade ago by the Quartet concerning Hamas should be regarded as 

guidelines rather than barriers to political engagement, with cautious initiative on the 

side of the Quartet to develop channels for dialogue with Hamas. 

  




