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International Call to Release Captives
of Russia's War Against Ukraine

Put People First

Human rights defenders and activists from Ukraine, Russia, and around the world unite under a clear
demand: put people first in any negotiated peace. This includes the immediate release of:

« thousands of Ukrainian civilians unlawfully detained by Russian authorities

» thousands of prisoners of war, both Ukrainian and Russian

« thousands of Ukrainian children forcibly transferred or deported to Russia

« hundreds of Russian political prisoners jailed for opposing the war and supporting Ukraine

The confirmed torture and death of Ukrainian journalist Viktoriia Roshchyna in Russian custody has
sent shockwaves around the world. Her case is not isolated — thousands of civilian captives may face a
similar fate unless decisive humanitarian action is taken.

Key Numbers

The true scale of civilian abductions and detentions remains unknown.
The following figures are conservative estimates:

63,948 >16,000

People were registered as missing in the Ukrainian civilians missing or unlawfully detained by
official database of Ukraine's Ministry of Russia, according to the Ukrainian Parliament
Internal Affairs as of early February 2025. Commissioner for Human Rights (2024)

~ 1,860

Ukrainian civilians have been verified as detained. The vast majority of civilians (estimated to be in the

tens of thousands) are being held incommunicado, without any contact with the outside world
(June 2025, KhPG).

>300 >200 339

Women among the known identified cases of seriously Identified names of unlawfully
Ukrainian civilians unlawfully ill Ukrainian civilian captives transferred Ukrainian children
detained by Russia (May 2025)  currently known (May 2025) (May 2025; not a complete number)
=427 >1300

identified Ukrainian civilians arbitrarily taken from People in Russia imprisoned for

occupied territories, including Crimea, are now anti-war views and support of

imprisoned by Russia on fabricated criminal charges Ukraine (June 2025, Memorial).

(June 2025, Memorial).

The majority of Ukrainian soldiers held in Russia are effectively denied protection under
international law, as Russia arbitrarily refuses to recognize them as prisoners of war.



Unlawfully Detained and Forcibly
Transferred Ukrainian Civilians

The vast majority of Ukrainian civilians held by Russia are imprisoned without any legal grounds,
even under Russian law. No charges are brought against them; they are arbitrarily deprived of their
liberty, denied access to lawyers, communication with families and medical aid. They are often held
incommunicado, with no information about their fate. According to testimonies from those released,
these civilian captives endure inhuman conditions, torture, and even extrajudicial killings.

Some civilians (427 are known by names, as of June 2025) have been sentenced to long prison terms
by Russian courts based on fabricated charges, including terrorism. For these individuals, legal status
may offer limited access to lawyers — but it comes at the cost of enduring years in the Russian penal
system. However, many remain detained for years without trial or legal justification before facing
such convictions.

A Step Forward — and What Must Follow

As aresult of the May 2025 exchange between Ukraine and Russia, 2,000 prisoners of war and
civilians were released. Subsequently, there was also a series of exchanges involving prisoners of war
under the age of 25 and the bodies of deceased prisoners. The Peoplest campaign is glad that people
have been freed and their lives saved. However, tens of thousands of captives of Russia's aggression
against Ukraine — including civilians, children, prisoners of war, and political detainees — are still awaiting
release.

We call on the international community that
shares humanitarian values to:

Diplomatic Engagement

- Use international platforms to demand the release and return of all captives — civilians, POWs,
deported children, and political prisoners — as a key peace priority.

- Ensure Russia recognizes Ukrainian POWSs under international law and grants the ICRC and UN
agencies regular, unhindered access to all captives, as Ukraine does with Russian POWs.

- Leverage membership in the UN, OSCE, and other bodies to:

- Demand the release of captives
- Call for a UN High Commissioner for Human Rights visit to Russian detention sites
- Activate the OSCE Moscow Mechanism to report on civilian detentions

Public Awareness

- Use media and public platforms to spotlight the urgent need to free thousands of captives.
- Reference or amplify the Peoplelst campaign and its key messages.

Support and Solidarity

- Show solidarity with captives and deported persons through advocacy, public actions,
and support for relevant initiatives.

- Provide material and organizational support to those aiding captives or documenting violations.



